THE   HTDESFILLE   EPISODE

months later the absentee returned, having fled to
Canada to avoid a writ for debt. This, as may well
be imagined, was a blow to the young cult. The
public did not then understand what^even now is so
little understood, that death causes no change in the
human spirit, that mischievous and humorous entities
abound, and that the inquirer must use his own
instincts and his own common sense at every turn.
" Try the spirits that ye may know them/' In the
same year, in the same district, the truth of this new
philosophy upon the one side, and its limitations and
dangers on the other, were most clearly set forth.
These dangers are with us stilL The silly man, the
arrogant inflated man, the cocksure man, is always a
safe butt. Every observer has had some trick played
upon him. The author has himself had his faith
sorely shaken by deception until some compensating
proof has come along to assure him that it was only
a lesson which he had received, and that it was no
more fiendish or even remarkable that disembodied
intelligences should be hoaxers than that the same
intelligence inside a human body should find amuse-
ment in the same foolish way.

The whole course of the movement had now
widened and taken a more important turn. It was no
longer a murdered man calling for justice. The
pedlar seemed to have been used as a pioneer, and now
that he had found the opening and the method, a
myriad of Intelligences were swarming at his back.
Isaac Post had instituted the method of spelling by
raps, and messages were pouring through. Accord-
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